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Intent
It is our aim that children leave Shinewater with a passion 
for history, as well as an understanding of their place in the 
world.  

The history curriculum at Shinewater makes full use of 
resources within the immediate and wider local area. The 
pupils are taught to be historians and to develop a deep 
understanding of the rich history of their locality, from the 
Bronze Age works at Shinewater Park, to the rich history 
of Pevensey Castle and the adventures of Ernest 
Shackleton from Eastbourne.  

As the children become increasingly secure in their 
understanding of place and time, we introduce them to 
history in the wider world from the Ancient Greeks, who 
seeded the concepts and values that are the pillars of our 
society, to the Egyptians and the Mayans, who developed 
separately and whose achievements are equally 
celebrated.  

Our teachers weave diversity through learning by 
highlighting, for example, the role of women (not only in 
Viking society but also in Britain during World War 2), the 
impact of invasion on an indigenous population (Roman 
Britain) and the defence of British values in World War 2.   



Intent
Our Learning Adventures cover a wide range of historical studies and the history curriculum at Shinewater is carefully planned 
and structured to ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning and that the school’s approaches are informed by 
current pedagogy.  

In line with the national curriculum 2014, the curriculum at Shinewater aims to ensure that all pupils: Gain a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know 
more about the past; Are encouraged to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 
develop perspective and judgement; Begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.



Implementation
History is taught through “Learning Adventures” throughout the year. Teachers have 
identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and consideration has been given 
to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school.  

By the end of Year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history 
from the Stone Age to the present day, the role visitors (Romans, Anglo Saxons and 
Vikings) to these islands have played in their development and the impact on Britain in 
the wider world (Ernest Shackleton, World War 2). They are able to draw comparisons 
and make connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked 
with this are studies of world history, such as the ancient civilisations of Greece and the 
Egyptians, as well as World War 1 and World War 2, with a focus on the impact on the 
lives of people in Eastbourne in the 1940s.  

Cross curricular outcomes in history are specifically planned for, with strong links 
between the history curriculum and English lessons enabling further contextual learning. 
Teachers provide pupils with extensive enrichment opportunities, such as using Virtual 
Reality (VR), trips, speakers and reenactors from groups, such as Hands on History. 
Consideration is given to how learners learn and pupils are given the opportunity to 
present their research and learning in a variety of ways. Outcomes of work are regularly 
monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound understanding of the key identified 
knowledge, skills and understanding.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ 
guidance, which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the 
World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic 
year.  In addition to this, we offer our pupils the opportunity to participate in the Swale 
Scholars history programme, which is designed to make pupils think and ask those 
deeper questions about the past.



Impact
Pupils will have a knowledge and understanding of:  

• A sense of time and place – with a coherent, chronological understanding  

• Cause and consequence  

• Continuity and change  

• Historical interpretation  

• Historical context  

• Appreciating diversity including the nature of the British Isles and the contributions of the people’s have visited  

Pupils will be able to:  

• Effectively use a range of artefacts and sources, analyse nature, origin, purpose, utility, accuracy and reliability – how do we 
know this?  

• Consider causation and significance of key events  

• Utilise opportunities outside the classroom including home learning to enrich experience  

• Learn without limits, making cross-curricular links to secure application and mastery.  

• Begin to understand the complexities of history and the lessons that can be learnt from it  

Emphasis is placed on analytical thinking and “Big Thinking” questioning, which helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge 
and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world so that they are curious to know more about the past. Through 
this study pupils learn to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and 
judgement about Britain’s contribution to world history.



Skills Progression- Year 1



Skills Progression- Year 2



Skills Progression- Year 3



Skills Progression- Year 4



Skills Progression- Year 5



Skills Progression- Year 6
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